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President's Message

Dear Friends of Pittsburgh Seminary,

The month of May is always an exciting time of year at PTS. As our seniors eagerly
anticipate graduation, they are also finding out about their next steps—calls to
churches, mission, and ministries across the country and around the world.

Senior Charles Cotherman recently received wonderful news about his next step:
Charlie has been awarded a prestigious Jefferson Fellowship to pursue a doctorate in
American church history at the University of Virginia. He competed with 49 other
Graduate School of Arts and Sciences applicants to receive one of only a dozen
Jefferson Fellowships awarded by the school this year. Congratulations, Charlie!

Established in 1980 as a prominent merit-based scholarship program, the Jefferson
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Scholars Foundation concentrates on attracting men and women to U.Va. who show
excellence in leadership, scholarship, and citizenship. Charlie's invitation to compete
for the Fellowship read, "You are exactly the type of individual who would make this
University a better and more dynamic institution...."

At Pittsburgh Seminary, we can heartily endorse the University's confidence in
Charlie. A stellar student with an undergraduate degree in English/education and a
heart for the Church, he learned from PTS professor-mentors such as Scott Sunquist
and Edwin van Driel how to combine rigorous academics with practical Christian living.
As a result, next fall Charlie himself will demonstrate in a new context what it means to
love God with all your heart and all your mind.

As a Jefferson Fellow, Charlie will receive a full tuition scholarship for up to five years,
an annual stipend to help support his wife, Aimee '11, and daughter, Elliana Joy (born
last year!), and additional research funds over the course of his program. Without this
generous financial support, Charlie may not have been able to pursue doctoral
studies.

The same is true for many applicants to Pittsburgh Seminary—without scholarships
and financial aid they simply cannot afford to go to graduate school. A Thomas
Chalmers Scholarship helped Charlie finance his seminary education, and a
Presidential Scholarship helped Aimee fund part of her two-year master's program
here. So we are working hard to increase the number of endowed scholarships—both
merit and need-based—for students like Charlie and Aimee at Pittsburgh Seminary.

I hope you will join me in this effort, either by giving generously to the Annual Fund
(which shores up student aid), by adding to an already existing endowed scholarship
fund, or by establishing a new endowed scholarship.

Blessings,

William J. Carl III
President and Professor of Homiletics

P.S. Please consider sending your gift by the end of our fiscal year, May 31, 2012.
Thank you!

Archaeologist Explores Peutinger Map During Upcoming Lecture

The Seminary will host archaeologist Richard Talbert, William Rand Kenan Professor
of History at the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, Thurs., May 10 at 7:30 p.m.
Talbert will address "The Magnificent Peutinger Map: Roman Cartography at its Most
Creative." Plan now to hear more about Talbert's thinking behind the immense Marble
Plan of the city of Rome and the powerful meaning and purpose in the so-called
"Peutinger Map," an elongated, astonishingly rich, Roman world-map, a masterpiece
that is 22 feet long. The lecture is free and open to the public. Additionally, the Kelso
Museum will be open from 5:00 to 7:15 p.m. and after the event.

CEUs Available for Psychologists, Social Workers, and Therapists

PTS will offer "The Neural Basis of Mindfulness and Human Well-Being"—a continuing
education elective for psychologists, social workers, and therapists—Mon., May 7.
Join renowned scholar Philippe Goldin, research scientist in the department of
psychology at Stanford University, for this exciting journey into the intersection of
ancient meditative practices and neuroscience. Goldin will provide a crucial bridge



3

between meditative practices and discoveries in neuroscience. In addition, he will
share the implication of these findings for psychopathology, healthy functioning, and
clinical practice. Learn more about this event online.

Pastoral Care Seminar Focuses on God and Cancer

The Seminary will present the pastoral care seminar "God and Cancer: Interpreting,
Praying, and Care-giving in Pastoral Settings" Wed., May 9. Leonard M. Hummel,
professor of pastoral theology and pastoral care at The Lutheran Theological
Seminary at Gettysburg, will present with a response by Andrew Purves, professor of
Reformed theology at PTS. Starting with the evolutionary biology of cancer, Hummel
draws us to reflect on the theological questions that confront every pastor: How can
we connect God and cancer? How can we understand God's love at work within the
evolutionary chance and necessity that underlie all dimensions of cancer? Learn more
online.

Metro-Urban Institute Hosts HIV/AIDS Workshop

The Seminary's Metro-Urban Institute will host "The Faith Initiative—Treatment as
Prevention: A Battle Against HIV/AIDS" Sat., May 19. The full-day program will allow
participants to discuss how to respond to HIV/AIDS in the African American
community. Workshops will address the unique roles of the faith community in
promoting HIV testing and HIV prevention as well as identifying how to collaborate
with health services provided for persons living with HIV. Learn more online.

Interfaith Lecture Addresses the Afterlife

"The Death of Death: Perspectives on the Afterlife," a Jewish and Christian theological
dialogue, will be held Tues., May 22. Neil Gillman, professor of Jewish philosophy at
The Jewish Theological Seminary, New York City, and Steven S. Tuell, James A.
Kelso Associate Professor of Hebrew and Old Testament at PTS, will lead the
discussion. In this seminar, Gillman and Tuell will consider the development of Jewish
and Christian concepts of resurrection and immortality from a historical, theological,
and liturgical points of view. Learn more online.

Seminary Celebrates 216th Commencement

We invite you to join us Thurs., May 31 at 6:00 p.m. for the Service of Thanksgiving
and again Fri., June 1 at 7:00 p.m. for the 216th Commencement. The Rev. Dr. Susan
Kendall, director of the Doctor of Ministry Program at PTS, will preach the
Thanksgiving sermon in the Seminary's Hicks Chapel. The Rev. Dr. Robert M.
Franklin, president of Morehouse College, will be the Commencement speaker. This
event will be held at nearby East Liberty Presbyterian Church. We thank God for our
84 graduates and ask that you continue to pray for them as they bridge the Word and
the world.

Summer Leadership Conference Looks at the Future Church

Pittsburgh Seminary will host the annual Summer Leadership Conference, June 10-
13. Participants will explore the theme "Toward the Future Church: the Relevance of
Cultural Movements and Individual Stories of Faith for Christian Life Today" while
attending daily workshops and worship services. Keynote speakers include Phyllis
Tickle, author, lecturer, and founding editor, the Religion Department for Publishers
Weekly; Joseph Kwak, senior pastor, Jesus-Hope Presbyterian Church, Bun-Dang,
Korea; and Scott W. Sunquist, professor of world Christianity, Pittsburgh Theological
Seminary. Discounts are available to those who register before May 15. Read more
online.
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